


DIVE COURSES

Cave diving
- 11 = 13 Feb. in Mt Gambier.
- Category 2 Standard
- $100 plus accomodation
- contact Tony Richardson 857 5451

P.A.D.I.

Advancecd Diver
- $140

- 1}, Fb. - 98 Feb, o

Night Diver

- $65
- q,fgb. -29 Feb.
(2) - 865
- A- 1t Mg
Decp Diver

- 95
-0 - 4bFeb.

—conta ct John DZ 4296800 (BH)
Sebastian 4789075 (AH)
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Janurary 28 -30 Trip to Port Fairy

Feburary 27 — March 2 0 Week
May 19 / 20 - 26 West Coast Crawl Vic Towers to Port Fairy =
April 20 - 25 (Easter) Greencape

June 9 - 11 (Queen's B'day) Wilson's Prom.

December 2 - 10 Barrier Reef trip
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DIVE CALANDER 1984

Jan, 21 - 22 PORTSEA / FLINDZRS
-slack 10 am 3 pm

-meet at pier at 8.30 am
-contact -Steve Cody 479 2852
-Aim popes eye portsem'hole the wall -

28 -30 PORT FAIRY / WARRNAMBOOL
-contact Tony Slater by the 25th for numbers in the caravan
park 8595847
-Aim Wrecks and Crays

Feb. 4 - 11 JERVIS BAY ( I.V. )
-contact Steve Cody 479 2852

7 - 19 MI'. GAMBIER
-contact John DZ 8618466

25 - 26 GEORGE COMMODE / SEaLS ROCKS / PINNACLES
-contact Tony Richa rdson

March 10 - 11 APOLLO BaY
-contact John VDL

2/, =25  SUBS / SPLENDTD REGF
~-contact David Lyster

[ P U, . —

0 WEEK

-A display on the Jawns oulzide S.il.Rea.
-The bost in the rout.

-Tent and table,

-HELP is required to man / woman the table
~contact Steve Cody 479 2852

I.V. JERVIS BAY
- /4 - 11 Feb.
- $10 / day
- some competition / plenty of diving
- Steve Cody desperately needs to know whos goirng
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VICTORIA (continued)

_ in Port Phillip Bay, although extensive sea-grass areas still remain in Westernport Bay on

the other side of the Mornington Peninsula. Protected from rough seas by sand spits and
barrier islands, the sea-grass meadows provide a sheltered breeding area for many species of
fish (including whiting, garfish and flounder). Because of this, Swan Bay has been closed to
commercial fishing for many years.

No 2 Light
West Channel

No f ishing
100 metres

Pope’s 'Eye

‘Pope’s l.'-Jye’: Originally intended as a fortress against enemy shipping entering the Bay,
Pope’s Eye is asemi-circular ring of bluestone rising about 2%2 metres from the water on the
crown of Pope’s Eye Shoal.

Over the years it has become one of the most s pectacular underwater areas in Victoria: a
place of peace and tranquility. The half-completed fort provides an artificial reef on which
marine plants and animals can find a firm anchorage in an area of heavy seas and strong
currents. Constant water movement keeps the reef well supplied with plankton and
dissolved oxygen. As a result of these three environmental factors — firm anchorage, high
oxygen and plentiful food supplies — Pope’s Eye supports a richness and diversity of
marine life unique in Port Phillip Bay. On the seaward side, high current flow encourages

heavy growt_hs of such filter-feeding sedentary’animals as sponges, corals, sea fans, bryozoa
and sea squirts.

'I'-he waters around Mud Island: Mud Island is a protected Wildlife Reserve
particularly noted for rarely-seen migratory waders; it is also home for thousands of Silver
Gulls, Storm Petrels and Caspian Terns. The ‘island’ is a series of low-lying sand banks
around a central shallow lagoon. Salt.marsh and low scrub provide the birds with sites for
;ngtmg and breeding, and the sea-grass shallows all round the island supply abundant
ood.

Several species of minute bubble shells grow in the sea-grass meadows, with many other

ma.ripe invertebrates, many of which are basic to the food chains of the fish and birds of Port
Phillip Bay.

The late Harold_ l'.loks Prime Minister of Australia from January 1966 to December
1?67, loved to go 4_:hv1ng in the waters around Pt Nepean. On December 17, 1967, he
disappeared while in heavy seas off Cheviot Beach — a grim warning of how dangerous

these waters can be. A memorial plaque has been fixed to the seabed off Cheviot Beacl? by
the Underwater Explorers Club of Victoria. If you go diving to see it, make sure conditions
are safe.

Warning: Diving in some parts of these reserves can be very dangerous. Diving should
not be attempted by inexperienced divers, especially around Point Nepean, Point Lonsdale
and Pope’s Eye.

It is recommended that an observer always remains on board a boat, as divers have been
carried away from their boats by strong currents in this area.

Applications for Permits: and full details of the regulations governing the Reserves,
are available from: The Director, Fisheries & Wildlife Division, Ministry for Conservation,
250 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne, 3002,

WILSON’S PROMONTORY — MARINE RESERVE?

The southern most part of the Australian mainland, Wilson's Promontory, is an isolated
area of granite headlands, magnificent beaches and thick coastal forest.

In 1898 enthusiastic conservation groups caused the Government of the day ro reserve
part of this magnificent promontory as a National Park. Today the park covers almost
50,000 hectares and includes all of the promontory and many of the off-shore islands.

Above water and below, Wilson’s Promontory is visually spectacular. The tall granite
cliffs and large boulders which can be seen all along the coast descend into the sea to form
immense caves, deep ledges, spectacular drop offs and so the perfect habitat for a vast
number of marine plants and animals.

Proposals to extend the National Park boundaries into the sea have been made to the
government on a number of occasions. However it wasn’t until a few years ago that the
Fisheries Act was amended to allow for the creation of marine reserves. i

Since Wilson’s Promontory has long been recognised as a unique terrestrial area, it wguld
seem only logical to equally recognise the unique marine habitat by the dedication of the
surrounding waters as a marine reserve.

With this objective in mind, the Scuba Divers Federation of Victoria is currently
working in conjunction with the Conservation Council of Victoria and the National Parks
Association on a Marine Reserve Proposal for Wilson’s Promontory. .

Any information which clubs may wish to contribute to this proposal should l'om:ard this
information to the Marine Reserve Committee, Scuba Divers Federation of Victoria, GPO
Box 2526 W Melbourne, 3001.

PROHIBITED ANCHORAGE 7
Small boat owners diving at Port Phillip Heads must be aware of restrictions preventing
anchorage in the shipping fairway. _
Port Rule 62A — Prohibits small craft operators from anchoring in these restricted
waterways and states inter alia: _
The master or person in charge of any vessel 20 metres or under in length when _wnhm
the port of Port Phillip shall not unless prior permission is given by the Port Officer or
Harbor Master or unless compelled by emergency permut his vessel to be at anchor
within the following areas:
(shown hached in diagram overleaf.)
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I am arn enrolled student at La Trobe Unl................[j
I am an ex-student of La Trobe Uni......................[]
I am a staff member of La Trobe Uni.....................[:]
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None Of these.I.It"Ill...ll...l!llll..'llI....llllllll.

S.A.R.A. MEMBERSHIP:

Iamafull member of SIAIHIA.IlllIlI..l...l..‘ol'.‘.'..D
I am a 'one club' member of S.A.R.A.....................I:]

I am a member of the S.A.R.A. Sports Centre only...eeees

DIVING EXPERIENCE:

Diving Qualifications (eg. PADI Open Water, PADI Advanced,

FAUI Instructer or not certified etc.,) e evvosovenossssnnsse
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What experience have you had at snorkeling? None......[:]
A Dlt....s

A 1ot.....[:]

How many hours have you logged on SCUBA? None......[:]
0 - 10....[:]
10 - 40....

40 or mﬁre.[:l

Club stamp affixed here upon
payment of membership fees.




